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Dear Parents, 
 
It was absolutely lovely to see our Foundation, Year 1 and 2 students return to 
school last Tuesday. The students have settled in exceptionally well and it was pretty 
evident that many were done with remote learning and being cooped up at home. 
They just needed to see their teacher and friends, and get to play outside with others 
again. We now look forward to having Years 3 to 6 return on Tuesday 9th June, 
following the Queen’s Birthday long weekend. 
 

I want to also acknowledge our fantastic crossing supervisor, Cheryl Wilkinson, for 
always coming in and being there for the students who worked on-site over the last 
several weeks. Cheryl was the familiar face the children needed when walking or 
riding to school and she always makes everyone feel welcome. Thanks Cheryl! 
 
Mid-Year Reports 
DET has provided schools with guidelines in regards to Semester 1 reporting to 
parents. The reports are going to be very different from previous years. They are 
quite generic in nature and based around remote learning. There are no progression 
points in these reports. During the couple of months of remote learning, teachers 
provided regular, detailed feedback on student work on Seesaw and this feedback 
should be used as a guide on how your child performed. The reports will be sent 
home in the last week of term and we are currently looking at how best to conduct 
Parent/Teacher Interviews, as they can’t be done face-to-face yet (though this might 
still change). Whichever way we go with interviews, they won’t take place until the 
beginning of Term 3.  
 
School Banking 
This is on hold at the moment due to restrictions placed on having non-essential 
adults on-site at schools. There is a chance it will resume in Term 3, but I’d be 
inclined to say Term 4 is more likely. The school will notify parents when the 
program restarts. 
 
Canteen 
Canteen is open for lunch orders every Wednesday and Friday. There are no over the 
counter sales during recess or lunchtime. We’re only selling packaged items which 
don’t require preparation, just heating, for lunch. See Qkr! for the menu and to place 
an order. No Sushi sales until further notice unfortunately. 
 
Uniform Shop 
No face-to-face sales, only via Qkr!. Place your order online and the item/s will be 
sent home with your child/ren. 
 
Staffing Changes 
Ms Elise Hager, our wonderful part-time Indonesian teacher, finished up today and is 
off on Maternity Leave. Elise has about 4 weeks to go so we all wish her well and 
look forward to hearing about the upcoming addition to her family. Ms Leesa 
Coulsell, who has been off on Maternity Leave, has recently returned to NGPS and 
will take over some of Elise’s Indonesian classes. Selamat datang kembali Leesa! 
Lastly, Ms Vanessa Harris and Ms Rhiannon John, team teachers extraordinaire, 
continue with 1C, but have recently changed their time fractions with Vanessa now 
doing 0.6 and Rhiannon 0.4. 
 
Finally, just another ‘thank you’ to everyone associated with New Gisborne Primary 
School. Students, teachers and parents have had an incredibly stressful Semester 1, 
which none of us will ever forget. When our students are old and grey, like Mr West, 
they’ll be saying, “Remember back in 2020 when we were in lockdown and not 
allowed out of the house for a few months”. Yes, unprecedented times but thankfully 
we are all still well and coping as best we can. Take care everyone. 
 
Andy Kozak 
Principal                                                                                                               ……….2 

2020 DIARY DATES 

 

8th June 

Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

 
9th June 

Years 3 to 6  

Return to School 

 
18th June 

Founda�on and Year 1 

Digital Disco 

 
19th June 

Year 2-6 

Digital Disco 

 
26th June 

Last Day Term 2 

 
13th July 

Begin Term 3 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Principal’s Report 1 

Indo Lingo 2 

Remote Learning 3-4 

Digital Disco 5-6 

Scholastic Book Club 7 

Keyboard lessons 7 

Community News 8 



 

 

Page 2 

Newsletter 

INDO LINGOINDO LINGOINDO LINGOINDO LINGO    

Selamat Datang, 
 
Welcome back to our Foundation - 2 students. We have missed all our students and look 
forward to the return of the 3- 6 students in 2 weeks. It will be wonderful to see 
everyone face to face.  
 
We would like to thank the many students for all their hard work over the past 6 weeks. 
During this uncertain time the students have demonstrated persistence, diligence, 
resilience and creativity. We would also like to thank the parents who have been extremely 
supportive of our Indonesian program. 
 
Terima kasih, 
Ibu Dawson & Ibu Hager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Today we farewell Ibu Hager who is taking  

maternity leave. Elise is passionate about  

the Indonesian program and her students  

and we have been extremely lucky to have  

her at our school. We will certainly miss her  

at NGPS and wish her all the best as she  

awaits the birth of her second baby.  

Miss Leesa Coulsell will be filling Elise’s role. 
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Some of our Year Sixes have reflected on their recent experiences with remote learning… 
 
I have learnt I can work more independently. My confidence has grown as a learner to trust 
myself with the things I decide to do. I have liked freshly home cooked lunch. When our class 
does yoga my dog comes and joins in and cuddles into me it’s really cute. I have not liked when 
my brothers interrupt when I am learning but I just ignored them. (Franky) 
 
We were extremely sad that we couldn’t go on our 3 day camp to Sovereign Hill this year but we 
have been doing lots of fun things as well. We got some wooden mini me’s and dressed them up 
in 1850’s clothing and wrote stories about them. (Lily) 
 
Online learning is harder than I thought, work you are given is hard if you don’t understand it, 
because your teachers are trying to explain it, but then everyone starts to also need help. It’s still 
fun though we can chat before class starts, we can tell jokes to each other, but when the class 
starts you have to really listen because you might glitch out and not know what to do. (Alex) 
 
I like how on Fridays there is a topic (crazy glasses, hats or hair) and we go to our Webex meeting 
in them. It’s fun to see everyone dressed up and it gives a bonus point in being stuck at home. 
(Kayla) 
 
I can, for a fact, say that this has changed my life in many ways. I now know how lucky we are to 
live in such a great, safe and lovable country. I’m so glad that Australia is slowly but steadily 
coming out of ‘hibernation’ but as I have realised over the past month, many European countries 
and the USA have been hit with a truly terrifying dose of the now infamous COVID-19. (Charlie)  
 
My name is Jai. I have found remote learning better and worse in some ways. One of the down 
sides of remote learning is that we have to be on our iPads most of the day and sometimes it’s 
hard to hear each other through WebEx. But in a way I guess it’s sort of better because we get to 
learn how to work independently to learn how to work by ourselves to improve our confidence. 
 

So I would like to say thank you to every teacher who has taken their time to make sure we don’t 
miss out on any piece of learning! And good job for everyone who has persisted through this 
difficult time getting ready for school for every single day. Also remember to stay healthy and 
make sure to get lots of exercise so like go for a bike ride or go for a walk.  Stay safe! (Jai) 
  
Remote learning has definitely been a challenge, but most of us have gotten through it ok. When 
the initial decision to make everybody do remote learning was made, everybody saw it as an 
upside. We were ORDERED to stay at home! How cool is that? After a couple of weeks though, 
everybody was pretty sick of being around siblings every single day. It was a circus show of 
nightmares. Apart from that, remote learning has been pretty smooth. Being a student leader 
during this time has been quite the challenge. It was an honour to get the privilege but I haven’t 
been able to fulfil my role as I well as I wanted to.  
 

Eight weeks have finally passed, and now I have started at school again. For me, it’s kind of hard 
to be here without my friends, but I quite enjoy having drama-free weeks. I can’t say that this 
hasn’t affected everybody in some way. For instance, take the swimming team and the cross 
country kids, they worked so hard for their position, and that all went to the dogs. Now, as the 
restrictions ease, more kids are transitioning from home-learning to being at school. That doesn’t 
make this any easier though. There WILL still be things we can’t quite do yet, and there WILL be 
things you are struggling with, but that doesn’t matter. The fact that everybody has made it 
through these extremely tough times, is the only fact that matters.  (Sadie) 
 

Gisborne Gazette article (with extra features) - Remote Learning with NGPS 
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Remote Learning with NGPS 
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14th June 

See the Compass newsfeed  

“Scholastic Book Club”  

for a copy of the catalogue. 

 

Online orders only   

 

 
 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx  

Dear Parents, 
 
 
As students begin the transition back to onsite lessons many are keen to start their keyboard 
lessons again as well. 
 
Unfortunately the Department of Education has ruled that instrumental teachers cannot return to 
onsite face to face lessons until term 3. 
 
This means that all students who took up online/Zoom lessons during term 2 will continue to re-
ceive their lessons online until the end of term 2. 
 
For those  who wish to return to their keyboard lessons at school in Term 3, please either: 
phone: 0404 469 220 or 
email:  music.foundations@outlook.com   
 
We really hope to see you all back at a keyboard very soon. 
 
Dianne Trickey 
Music Foundations 
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