
 

 

DIARY DATES 

23rd August  

Book week : Dress up as your 

favourite book character 
 

District Basketball 

 

27th August 

Year 1 Western Water Incursion 

Year 6 Prepara�on for Puberty 

 

30th August 

Fathers’ Day Breakfast 

 

5th September 

Year 4 Author Visit 

 

6th September 

Culture Celebra�on Day  

Casual clothes gold coin dona�on 

Emergency drill 

 

11th September 

Year 5&6 Author visit 

 

12th September 

Division Athle�cs 

 

16th December 

Hot Shot District Tennis 

 

18th September 

District So.ball  

Mt Alexander Schools  

Chess Challenge 

 

19th September 

Year 3 Open Classroom 

 

20th September 

Last day of term 

Early dismissal 2:30pm 
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Dear Parents 

 

2019 Energy Breakthrough 
There is a distinct possibility that NGPS won’t be fielding a team in this year’s Energy 
Breakthrough Competition in Maryborough. Unfortunately, we need to have equal     
representation of males and females in the team and at the moment we are 4 girls short! 
We have tried to enter into the ‘Open Competition’, which can be boys only, but are on a 
rather lengthy waiting list with only a remote chance of getting in. This is a final plea to 
any female students, and their families, in Years 4 to 6 who might still be considering 
taking part. Please contact Mr Bell, or the school, by the end of next week to confirm 
your participation so we can proceed with practice and training in readiness for the   
competition in November. If you would like more information about the event and the 
commitment required, again, contact Mr Bell or the main office. 
 
Fathers’ Day Breakfast – Friday 30th August 
Don’t forget the Fathers’ Day Breakfast on Friday week! Dads, or significant others, are 
invited to come along to school from 7.30am and have a nourishing brekkie – bacon and 
egg roll with fruit juice or a coffee from the Black Cat Coffee Van that will be on site.   
Orders can be placed on Qkr…just don’t leave it to the last minute. Also remind the kids 
to enter the Best Dad Joke Competition – there are some great prizes to be won! Check 
out the school’s Facebook page for more details. 
 
Book Week Dress Up Day - Tomorrow 
Don’t forget that tomorrow (Friday 23rd) is Dress Up Day and the children can come 
along dressed as their favorite book character. There will be a ‘Best of’ parade at          
assembly with the best dressed two students from each classroom joining in. 
 
School Disco 
Thank you to the Parent’s Association 
and the Disco Organising Committee for 
a wonderfully enjoyable night last      
Friday. The ‘flouro’ theme certainly 
brightened up the gym and combined 
with the sugar high most of the kids 
were on from the lollies on sale (special 
occasions only) I was surprised we   did-
n’t have kids climbing the walls! All in all 
though, a fun night and I’m sure many 
kids slept really well that night. 
 
 
 

Solar Panel Project 
The school’s solar panels are all up and running. 
Macedon Ranges Solar Power, owned by parent 
Luke Walford, did an amazing job getting        
everything completed over the last holidays. We 
have around 200 solar panels up on the gym roof 
and two inverters which can generate over 60kW 
of electricity. Our energy supplier turned         
everything on about a fortnight ago and the    
system has been humming along very nicely on 
the occasional clear days we’ve had since. Once 
we get through these colder months we can   
expect the system to really start flying. Thanks 
Luke for a terrific job and special thanks to    
Member for Macedon, Mary-Anne Thomas for 
lobbying heavily on our behalf with the relevant 
ministers. 

          …....2 

School leaders Melissa, Emma and 
Olivia showing Ms Thomas our  
Solar System. 
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Newsletter 

Principal’s report contd. 

Qkr 
There have been some connectivity issues with Qkr recently, especially between 8.30am and 9.00am. I’d be      
guessing that many parents at hundreds of schools throughout Victoria are all logging in at the last minute to place 
a lunch order for their child/ren. Qkr is looking at increasing their server space but in the meantime I would suggest 
trying to be a bit better organised and placing orders the previous evening or before that peak period from 8.30am. 
 
Parking and Disabled Parking 
The school has a number of parents/carers who have disabilities and have Disability Permits on their cars. There are 
only three disabled parking spots around the school and these MUST only be used by people with permits. Please 
be respectful of this and don’t use these spots, even if only for a minute or two. Also, just a reminder that there are 
NO STANDING signs in various spots in the school car park. These are there to allow traffic to move freely and not 
be bottle-necked.  
 
Finally, you will probably see a teacher out on duty in the car park area regularly from now. Their job is NOT to   
direct traffic but to make sure the kids aren’t weaving their way between the cars if mum or dad can’t be bothered 
getting out to collect them. The kids stay on the footpath and wait there for someone to either drive up to the drop 
off/pickup point or physically collect them and walk them to the car. DO NOT allow your child/ren to walk           
unaccompanied into the carpark to get to your car and DO NOT stop in thoroughfares. Also, to keep the flow of 
traffic flowing at this busy pick up time, please be considerate and do not make a right hand turn out of the car 
park. 
 
Federal Member for McEwan Visit 
Mr Rob Mitchell will be attending assembly tomorrow to present the school with three flags – Australian, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander. We thank Rob in advance for taking the time to come out to New Gisborne and present 
the flags in person. 
 
Andy Kozak 
Principal 
 
Happenings… 
Friday 30th August – Father’s Day Breakfast 
Thursday 5th September – Year 4 Author Visit – Andrew Daddo 
Friday 6th September – Culture Celebration Day – Casual Clothes Day 
Wednesday 11th September – Year 5/6 Author Visit – Mark Wilson 
Thursday 12th September – District Athletics – select students 

Sushi Tuesday 
Order on Qkr  
before 9am Tuesday 

Wednesday & Friday 
Order on Qkr  
before 9am on the day 
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BOOK WEEK 17th-23rd August- Reading is my SECRET 

 

Book week is in full swing at New Gisborne Primary! Thanks to Lyn, our tireless Librarian, who has created 
a wide variety of activities to celebrate Book Week, both inside and outside of the library. There is a   
photo wall, book displays, pick the teacher behind the book, create a super hero mask and even a     
Scavenger hunt using QR codes around the school. Come dressed as your favourite book character or 
author on Friday the 23rd for a chance to be in the parade at Assembly on Friday afternoon. 
 
Kerry Morris 
 
 

Gritty, contemporary themes are tackled by many books in the Children’s Book Council of Australia 2019 
Book of the Year Awards, challenging their readers to contemplate a range of important social issues. 

CBCA National Chair Professor Margot Hillel OAM said, “Literature plays a critical role in giving children 
and young adults an opportunity to explore and understand issues in an age-appropriate way.” 

Some of the themes covered by this year’s Winner and Honour Books include consumerism and the en-
vironment (The All New Must Have Orange 430 by Michael Speechley), the plight of refugees (The Med-
iterranean by Armin Greder) and asylum seekers held in detention (Between Us by Clare Atkins) and rec-
onciliation (Sorry Day by Coral Vass). Shaun Tan’s Cicada is more a social commentary on working for 
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INDO LINGOINDO LINGOINDO LINGOINDO LINGO    
Selamat Datang,  
 
This week all students in Foundation – Year 4 are celebrating 
Indonesian Independence Day. There has been much excitement 
dressing in sarongs, kebaya (ladies blouse), kemeja (shirt), rok 
(skirt/dress) and adding  accessories - neklis (necklace), tas tan-
gan (handbag) dan penggemar (fan), topi (hat), ikat kepala 
(headband), peci (Muslim hat). We have briefly discussed and 
revised the history and importance of Independence Day and 
how the day is celebrated throughout Indonesia. 

 
The people of Indonesia 
gained independence from the Dutch on August 17th, 1945. This day is 
celebrated every year with festivities and celebrations, and getting 
together with family and friends to prepare and eat traditional Indo-
nesian food.  
 
To mark Indonesian Independence Day this year, we are learning about 
Balinese masks and their use in Balinese dances, in particular, the Ba-
rong Dance. The students are decorating a variety of Balinese masks, 
which portray different characters in the dances. Keep a look out for 
the student’s work, which will go on display in the main school building 
when completed.        

         Sampai jumpa, 
         Ibu Dawson 

A big thank you to Ruby (3A) and Mitchell (1B) and their family who are cur-
rently holidaying in Fiji and very kindly took 15kgs of donations for the Fijian 
people. We are very appreciative of your generosity.  
 
Thank you also to Charlotte (3B) and Addison (FA) and their family who also 
took many clothes for the children in Bali. They are hoping to visit an or-
phanage to handover their donations. 
 
Another thank you to the families of Nata-
sha (6B), Chloe (4C) and Myah (4B) who have 

contributed to the donations of clothes, shoes, toys and linen for the children 
in these underprivileged countries. 
 
At NGPS we really appreciate the generosity of these families who are willing 
to support those less fortunate than ourselves.  
 
We have quite a supply of clothes at the moment so if you are travelling to 
Indonesia or Fiji and are willing to help out, please contact Prue Dawson for 
further information. 
 
Terima kasih (Thank you in Indonesian) 
Vinaka (Thank you in Fijian) 
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TENNIS 

 

Xavier in year 6 has had a very successful year in School Tennis. 
Earlier in the year Xavier and his sister Bailey both competed in the District     
Tennis finals in Gisborne and both won their round robyn finals. They then went 
through to compete at the Division finals and Xavier also went on to win this 
round. 
 

The next event was the Regional finals in Williamstown where he came up against some tougher competition. How-
ever, Xavier being the talented player he is, made the finals and played some spectacular tennis throughout the day. 
After winning all 7 round robyn matches he coasted through to the quarter finals and won, semi-finals and won and 
finally through to the Grand Final. Unfortunately Xavier lost this final and needed to play off for 2nd and 3rd place.  
Another outstanding effort, Xavier won this match and finished 2nd overall and has now qualified for State playoffs. 
 
The State finals were postponed due to inclement Melbourne weather and he now needs to wait until December for 
these finals. Lots of practice time. Best of luck Xavier. 
 
Also during the year Xavier tried out for the Bruce Cup, a National Schools tennis competition. He played some     
exceptional tennis to secure his sport on the Victorian team. Well done Xavier. 
 
We look forward to hearing about the results of these upcoming tournaments and are proud to have such an          
inspirational tennis player and overall sportsperson amongst us at New Gisborne Primary. 

PE & Sports Report 

DISTRICT ATHLETICS 

 

Last Thursday 15th August, the District Athletics carnival was held at Keilor Park Athletics Track.  NGPS had 55 stu-
dents in Years 3-6 who competed in various track and field events across the day.  Everyone did   exceptionally well 
and we all had a great time.  Of the 55 students competing, we had 36 place in the top 4 of their events! Wow.  
 
We have 17 students who made it through to Division Athletics, which will be held at Werribee VU Track on the 12th 
September. Those students going through are: 
 
1st Place Winners – Jackson Triple J & 1500m, Kody 200m & Discus, Matthew Shot Put, Sasha High jump & hurdles, 
Chloe Long J, Natasha High J and U11 girls 4 x100m Relay runners Sasha, Chloe, Frida and Jemma. 
 
2nd Place Winners – Noah 200m & Discus, Kyle Long J, Kody  200m, Matthew Hurdles, Will 800m, Maya Triple J and 
U11 boys 4 x 100m Relay runners William, Chase, Beau, & Taj. 
 
Congratulations goes out to all of our team who competed on the day and best of luck to all the team going forward 
to the next round. 
 
Thankyou to Mr Bell, Ms Hollands, Mrs Mason and Jordan who helped out with the team on the day and Mrs Mason 
and Mrs Prokopec for assisting with training sessions. 
 
By Issabelle Cordaz-Komarnicki                     

and Mrs Mason  
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PE & Sports Report contd… 

YEAR 1 ROPE SKIPPING PERFORMANCE 

 
You may have noticed over the last couple of months there has been a bit of a skipping craze           
happening at NGPS. Our Year 1’s in particular have been madly skipping at both snack time and 
lunchtimes  
 
You may wonder why?  Well…… In term two all the Year 1’s completed a rope skipping unit for about 5 
weeks  during their Physical Education lessons.  In the beginning, a lot of the students were unable to 
skip and some had never picked up a skipping rope before. But that all changed! and If you were lucky 
enough to see their performance last Friday at Assembly, you would agree they were SO AMAZING!  
 
24 brave Year 1 students performed on be-
half of their year level to show off some of 
the skills they have learned. They skipped 
their hearts out and the applause was huge. 
Well deserved we say!! 
 
Skipping is really good for your fitness. You 
can do it anywhere but most of all it's lots 
of fun. We have lots of skipping ropes at 
NGPS for you to borrow at lunch time. Mrs 
Mason and Mrs Prokopec would love to see              
everyone in the school be able to skip as 
well as these grade 1s. 
 
By Jemma Murray and Ava Prokopec Year 5 

On Saturday 17th August; Brandt, Sadie, Christian, Asher, Lily and Charlie represented NGPS at the 
Central Victorian Regional Tournament Of The Minds competition. The team has been designing,      
creating and evaluating the STEM challenge over the past six weeks in preparation for the event.  

 

This year's challenge was to build a working model of 
the CCC - Calliope Collection Carousel machine which 
will carry species through the DNA collection point. 
Whilst justifying the reasons for choosing the           
endangered species, the team had an awesome day 
and received honours (2nd). Overall the competition 
was really intense and nerve-wracking.  
 

Thank you to everyone that supported us through the 
competition. The team would also like to thank Marnie, 
who was also part of the team but was unable to      
attend the weekend's competition.  
 

STEM TOM Team 
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News 

  

Student School Disco Wrap Up! 

Friday 16th August! 
It was a full fluro dance floor at the 

Student Disco last Friday! 

Many students did their best to glow 

with Fluro head to toe. 

The black lights around the gym helped 

the effect and the balloon arch 

was popular for photos. 

  

Thanks must go to the group of parents  

who arranged this event  – 

Brooke Barton, Alice McMahon, 

Laura Shea and Allison Smith. 

As well as to the parent volunteers  

which these events rely on to operate  

and of course Mr Kozac and Mr West  

and other staff who were on hand to help. 
 

Father’s Day Gift Stall - Thursday 22nd August 
We hope the kids had fun choosing their gift pack today. 

Thanks to the parent volunteers who came to help – hope you got 

some enjoyment from it. 

  

Father’s Day is not till next Sunday 1st September however running 

two PA events in one week is too hard to manage for our little group 

so that’s why its split up over the two weeks. 

  

Father’s Day Breakfast & Bad Dad Joke Competition – 

Friday 30th August 
Remember to place your orders on QKR as early as you can as we 

have to confirm food orders early next week. 

There is already a buzz about the Joke competition and entries are 

already coming in – hope you’ve got yours ready. 

  

If you’d like a early start we’d love a couple of parent helpers for this one 

- see separate Facebook post or email us atngpspa@gmail.com 

  

  

  

                     Fund                        

                Raising   

                    Tally 

                     Currently we           

            have just over 

$55,000 

of funds raised. 
  

There is a portion of this 

allocated to the 

Oval Redevelopment 

which is in planning now. 
  

Past Purchases 

Literacy Book Packs 
  

Additional Bike Racks 
  

Kitchen Garden Shelv-

ing 

  

Class Room Shelving in 

new portables 
  

Reading Bean Bags 

   

Event Calendar 

Term 3 

  

Thursday 22nd August 

Father’s Day Gift Stall 
  
  

Friday 30th August 

Father’s Day Breakfast 

  

  

Communication 

Have a query, comment, 

feedback or 

fundraising idea or want to 

volunteer to help 

get in contact with us. 

Email on 

ngpspa@gmail.com 

 We also post information 

on the NGPS Facebook 

page 
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Fathers Day 1st September 2019 
10am -3pm 

Steam Extravaganza  
at Gisborne Steam Park 

 
Webb Crescent New Gisborne 3438 

Miniature train rides and model railway 
 

BBQ all day 
 

All funds raised by the Gisborne Vintage Machinery  Society 

on the day help with prostate cancer 
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