
 

 

DIARY DATES 

20th September 
Sports Colour Day 

JSC fundraiser 

Last day of term 3 
Early dismissal 2:30pm 

 
7th October 

First Day of Term 4 
 

8th October  
Year 6 Earth Ed incursion 

 
14th October 

Division Softball 

Year 3 Author Visit 
 

15th October 
Foundation Zoo excursion 

Regional Athletics 

 
17th October 

Division Tennis 
 

5th December 
Performing Arts whole school  

end of year concert 
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Issue 30 
Principal: Andy Kozak Ph: 5428 2232 

School Council President: Darren Barr 

Dear Parents, 

 
Term 3 Last Day 
Term 3 finishes tomorrow at 2.30 pm. Please note the early finishing time and make 
arrangements to have your children picked up if you are going to be running late. 
 
Chess Champions 
Mr. Andrea took a group of students to Castlemaine yesterday (by train!) to 
compete against other schools in the Mt Alexander Chess Challenge. Our kids had 
been practicing for many months under the tuition of Jayden ‘Kasparov’ Andrea and 
it looks like all the hard work has paid off. NGPS won the competition outright and 
the 7 girls that entered filled the top seven spots in their section. I don’t have all the 
details yet but I’m assuming the boys did us equally proud. Well done to Mr Andrea, 
the students that competed and everyone who helped out. 
 
District Softball 
Congratulations to our boys and girls softball teams for both winning their way 
through to the next level of competition. Well done students and coaches! 
 
Parent Opinion Survey 
Results of the 2019 Parent Opinion Survey have just arrived. As always, there is room 
for improvement but, overall, the results were generally quite pleasing. The results 
are collated in Positive, Neutral and Negative percentages. What was clearly noted is 
generally low Negative scores but slightly higher Neutral scores. We’re thinking that 
this might mean parents aren’t really aware of some of the things the school does 
and go with the neutral, ‘I’m not sure’, response. E.g. ‘This school has a clear 
understanding of its strengths and areas for improvement’. 72% thought we did; 7% 
thought we didn’t and 21% were neutral. I think we’ll have to look further into this 
and perhaps send some mini surveys out to gather a bit more data. Anyway, here 
are the overall results by Framework Factor… 
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Newsletter 

Principal’s Report contd.. 

2020 Enrolment Projections 
We’re anticipating status quo for 2020. At present, the school is aware of 91 students leaving at the end of 
2019 (Year 6 and Braemar) and we currently have 91 Foundation students enrolled to start. Historically we 
also have 4-5 unexpected movements in and out so, all in all, the projection is that we should have about 
605 students again in 2020. If any family is intending on moving out at the end of year could you please 
let admin know so we can factor this in. 
 
Andy Kozak 
Principal 
 

Year 5/6 Author visit - Mark Wilson 

This is Mark Wilson. He is an illustrator and an 

author. He is also a historian. He writes most of his 

stories based on Australian history. We read a 

book that he made about the Eureka Stockade. He 

wrote about an Irish/English girl falling in love with 

a Chinese boy. He came to our school and taught 

us some things about illustrating and the historical 

inspirations in his books. He bases some of his 

books on animals too. He showed us how to draw a 

turtle. Mark Wilson wrote a book about a rhino that 

is getting hunted in Africa. Every second day 

poachers go and hunt for the rhino. The profit that 

he gets goes to Africa to pay people to guard the 

nature reserve 

 

Amelia 6C 
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INDO LINGO 
Selamat Datang,  
 
This term the Year 3 students have been exploring sports (olahraga) and hobbies (hobi). 
We have looked at the similarities and differences in both the vocabulary and the variety 
of sports played in Indonesia and Australia.  
 
As well as learning new vocabulary through matching pictures and labels, answering 
questions and writing short sentences, the students have extended their knowledge by 
writing lengthier stories describing the sports they play, what they like and don’t like, what 
days of the week they play sports and what activities they enjoy participating in. A very 
impressive effort. 
 
Sampai jumpa, 
Ibu Dawson 
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On the 18th September. Members of the NGPS chess team travelled by train to Castlemaine 
to complete in the Mt Alexander chess challenge. 
 

Our accomplishments at this event cannot be overstated. After being proud of our third place 
finish and our first trophy ever in 2018, our team went two better and managed to WIN the 
2019 teams event. 
 

In addition to this, our girls team took out the top seven places in a field of almost 40 girls. An 
outcome that the organiser can never remember happening. 

Congratulations goes to Chloe Clunies-Ross who took first place in the girls individual event. 
This is our first ever individual medal at any chess tournament. 

Our chess program is gathering momentum through our chess club and through our class-
rooms. Our performances reflect the passion and enjoyment that our students bring to their 
play as well as the dedicated practise they have shown over the past year. 

In some cases, we could send two teams that would perform equally well. 
 
Congratulations to the entire team who attended this event and we look forward to practising, 
learning and participating together in the future. 
 
Mr Andrea 

NGPS Chess Team 
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For the past term girls in 6A have been organising a campaign to help save the gorillas and 
to minimise the chance of them becoming extinct. Something that helps the gorillas are old 
phones, there is a mineral called Coltan in our phones.  So, to help gorillas can you please 
donate your old phones, iPads, tablets or any other handheld electronic device. We have a 
cylinder box up at the office where you can donate them. Over the holidays whilst spring 
cleaning keep an eye out for devices around your home which are no longer being used. 
There is an estimated 27,000,000 unused devices in Australian homes.  
 
Your mobile phones may contain a mineral called Coltan which is mined in many places such 
as central Africa and more. The threats gorillas face in a result of Coltan mining include; 
deforestation- the mining leads to habitat loss which reduces the amount of places the 
gorillas can survive, disease - with increased human activity the gorillas are more exposed 
to human illness, some of which can be fatal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Besides re-using the Colton in the phones there are some more benefits which include; 
-the money raised from the phones will help gorilla doctors provide health checks and 
medical care for the gorillas. 
-some other parts of your phone can be reused/recycled. 
 
Thank you for answering the call of wild gorillas! 
 
If you would like to start your own campaign at a local community event/school you can 
register for a starter pack at https://www.zoo.org.au/phone/  
 
By Olivia and Melissa 6A 

Save the Gorillas 

https://www.zoo.org.au/phone/
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Over the school holidays Gisborne Library will have run-
ning each day – Magna Tiles and Lego Challenge. Plus 
Games on the Deck! 
 
Coming Soon 
We’re going on a Bear Hunt  Saturday Oct 5th 
10.30am  Celebrate the 30th anniversary of the classic fami-
ly favourite. 
Hairy Halloween Thursday 31st Oct 3.30-5.30pm  Come in 
costume and join in the spooky fun – crafts, treats, and a 
photo booth. 
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