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Dear Parents, 
 
Coronavirus 

Many of you would undoubtedly have heard the announcement by the Premier 
the other day that he believes it ‘inevitable’ that schools will at some point be 
closed and people asked to self-isolate if the coronavirus continues to spread. 
Hopefully that won’t eventuate, but it is a bit concerning to know that this virus 
could have such a dramatic effect on people and communities. 
 
The Department of Education has kept schools updated as to their expectations 
in regards to students and staff who have recently travelled overseas, or been in 
close contact with people who have. The key messages have been around 
monitoring health, being tested and self-isolation until results are known. 
 
The advice we have received is to proceed as normal. Have a chat with your 
children about the coronavirus and reassure them that whilst it can be serious for 
the elderly and those with major pre-existing illnesses, for most people it will be 
like catching a cold. With all the current media attention the virus is receiving I’m 
sure children could become anxious and that isn’t good for anyone. 
 
National Ride2School Day 

Don’t forget that this Friday 13th March is National Ride2School Day. Over 
350,000 Australian students are expected to ride their bikes, scooters or 
skateboards to school on this day. Parents are more than welcome to join their 
children too! This is a great way to encourage children to engage in healthy 
activity and perhaps rekindle a love for riding (or scooting or skating). This is 
NOT a dress up day.  
 
Pyjama Day  

Junior School Council has organised a fundraiser for Wednesday 18th March in 
support of the Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal. Students (and staff) 
can wear their Pyjamas to school for a gold coin donation. 

 
Foundation and Year 1 Reading Parent Helpers Session 

Our very own Little Learners Love Literacy guru, Ms Lisa Bellman-Ansell, is 
running a Foundation and Year 1 Parent Helpers Session on Thursday 19th March 
at 9.00am in the school library. Lisa will explain how parents can best support 
students in the Foundation and Year 1 classes with the LLLL program when 
helping out in the classroom in the morning. It will also give everyone an idea on 
how they can help at home too.  

 
Works Around the School 

Over recent and coming weeks we’ll have a number of jobs being done around 
the school. Just recently the gravel area in the car park was topped up and 
levelled so no more ‘grand canyon’ for the moment! From last week, and for the 
next couple of weeks, we have plumbers cleaning and inspecting (with cameras) 
the drainage throughout the school. This weekend there is 70m3 of soft fall 
being delivered and distributed under some of the play areas. During the 
upcoming school break the lights in the Year 1, 4 and 5 rooms will be swapped 
over to energy efficient LEDs and finally, the new BBQ was installed and 
christened near the canteen. Definitely lots being done! 
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2020 DIARY DATES 

 

13th March 

Na�onal Ride2School Day 
 

16-27th March 

Selected Year 4-6 students 

swimming program 
 

17th March 

Selected students 

Student Leadership Conference 

 

18th March 

Pyjama Day fundraiser 

Founda�on Family Tree Ac�vity  

 

19th March 

Founda�on Reading Parent 

Helper Session 
 

20th March 

Year 6 Gisborne Walk 

Parents Associa�on  AGM 
 

24th March  

Regional Swimming 
 

25th March 

PAC Day Compe��on 
 

26th March  

Division Tennis 
 

27th March 

Last day Term 1 

early finish 2:30pm 
 

14th April 

1st day Term 2 

 

16th April 

Ubuntu Choir  
 

20th April  

Year 2 Wild Ac�on Incursion 
 

30th April 

Years 3-6 House Athle�cs 
 

5th May 

Mothers’ Day Stall 
 

8th May 

District Cross Country 
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Principal’s report continued 

40 Years of Service – Well Done Cheryl 

Cheryl Wilkinson, our wonderful Lollipop Lady, has reached a tremendous milestone. She has been looking 
after the school crossing on Station Road for 40 years now and still loves her job! Cheryl has seen a 
number of generations of children come through the school and is renowned for her friendliness and 
diligence to safety – she’ll certainly let you know if you’re parked too close to the crossing! I’m sure that I 
speak on behalf of the entire school community when I congratulate Cheryl on her fantastic longevity in 
the role and the quality of her work – in the heat, rain, hail wind and, even occasionally, snow.  

Thank you Cheryl! 
 
Andy Kozak                                                                                          

Principal                                                                                                
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INDO LINGOINDO LINGOINDO LINGOINDO LINGO    

Selamat Datang, 
 
This term the Year 2 
students have been learning 
the names of both Asian 
fruits, and fruits that they 
are familiar with on a daily 
basis. This week we are 
looking at the fruits, 
discussing similarities and 
differences, feeling and 
smelling them and tasting a 
variety of fruits, such as: 
pisang – banana (we actually 
tasted lady finger bananas 
which are sweeter), apel – apple, jeruk – orange, semangka merah – red watermelon, 
semangka kuning – yellow watermelon, mangga – mango, nanas – pineapple, manggis – 
mangosteen, rambutan, buah naga – dragonfruit dan belimbing – starfruit. Your child should 
be able to tell you “Saya suka…..” (I like….) and “Saya tidak suka….” (I don’t like…). 
 
It has been wonderful to see some students 
venture out of their comfort zone and taste some 
new fruits. Most students have decided that the 
fruits are enak sekali (delicious) and the most 
popular fruit was dragonfruit. The fact that it 
looks so pretty probably helped.  
 
Sampai jumpa, 
Ibu Dawson & Ibu Hager 
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Cross Country 

As part of our PE and Sport program, on Monday 6th March we held our 2020 House Cross 

Country down at Dixon Field. It was a fantastic day with all our students in years 3-6 competing in 

their specific age groups. It was fabulous to see so many students trying their best and having 

fun out on the course, which is what this day is all about. We would like to congratulate all the 

students who will be competing in our District Cross Country event on May 8th at Dixon Field, 

Gisborne and wish you good luck. Our first place winners for each age group were: Elijah (4C), 

Alana (4C), Jackson (5D), Issy (5C), Chase (6B) and Sassy (6B). Congratulations. We would also like 

to acknowledge Jackson and Elijah who both broke previous years records. 

 

These types of events would not be possible without the support of our parents and we would 

like to thank the following parents for giving up their time and offering support on the day, 

marshalling at check points out on the course; Bec Palonek, Lyn Koski, Emma Lukey, Susanne 

Tzamouranis, Sarah Lungu, Amy Taylor, Rebecca Neal, Lenny Alfonso and Julie Lasry. Thank 

you!!!! 

 

Finally, thank you to all the staff who were there to help on the day, we appreciate your hard 

work and support and we value the support you offer our program.  

 

Kristy Prokopec and Joanna Mason 

PE/Sport coordinators 
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New Gisborne Primary School is once again pleased to participate in the Victorian Premiers’ 

Reading Challenge. This is the 15th successive year that the school has been involved in this 

worthwhile Literacy initiative. The Challenge aims to promote a love of reading and builds upon 

the literacy programs already in place at school, as well as providing a wonderful way for parents 

to encourage their child to read and improve their literacy skills. It is not a competition, but a 

challenge to each student.  The Challenge also encourages students to read more frequently and 

more broadly, with a wide range of authors and books making up the booklist.  

 

All students at NGPS are registered for the 2020 PRC and it is expected that all students in 

Foundation – Year 6 participate in the Challenge. This will occur through the student’s daily 

Independent Reading lessons, as well as library sessions. Students will be given an access code 

early in Term 2 and it will be the student’s responsibility to enter the titles and authors of the 

books on their page. Whilst waiting for the access code, it is suggested that all students keep a 

hardcopy record of the books that they read. Teachers will assist with the process of entering 

books online and it will be monitored on a regular basis. Of course we encourage all students to 

continue reading at home. Students are also able to enter books online at home.  

 

The Challenge is now open and will officially conclude in September. Foundation, Year 1 and 2 

students are challenged to read or experience 30 books.  They can either read the books by 

themselves, with someone else or be read to. Students in Years 3-6 must read 15 books to meet 

the Challenge. Two-thirds of the books for all students need to be from the 2020 Challenge 

booklist. Details of the Challenge and the full list of books are available from the PRC website:  

 

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc 
 

Many listed books are available in our school library and will be made available during library 

sessions. The Gisborne Library is also supporting the PRC and has a wide selection of books to 

choose from. The PRC allows a student to select any book from the booklist, regardless of the 

year level to which it has been allocated. 

 

At the completion of the Challenge each participant who successfully completes the Challenge 

will receive a certificate from the Premier of Victoria, Daniel Andrews. 

 

Thanking you 

 

Prue Dawson 

PRC co-ordinator 
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Term 2 Canteen Parent Helper roster is now open for volunteers.   
Please contact the school office or Brenda directly on 0438 434 588 to book in your day/s. 

 
Reminder! 

Please ensure you child’s profile details are correct on Qkr! 
This includes their Year and Homegroup (grade) 

 

Canteen 
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