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Newsletter 
Principal: Andy Kozak Ph: 5428 2232 

School Council President: Darren Barr 

Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome to the 2020 school year!  I hope everyone had a wonderful 
Christmas and New Year and that the girls and boys are looking forward 
to another year of learning. Mr West and I visited all the classes this 
morning and everyone was happy, settled and engaged. A great start to 
the year! 
 
Staffing Changes 
We officially welcome Mr Matt Brown, Ms Kayla Manolis, Ms Hannah 
Lyons and Ms Elise Hager to the staff at New Gisborne PS. We also 
welcome back Ms Vanessa Harris after some Family Leave. Ms Alex 
Wencel had her last day yesterday and she is now off on Maternity Leave 
and we lose Ms Sabrina Geraghty, also to Maternity Leave, next Friday. 
There’s definitely something in the water in New Gisborne!  
  
No Assembly Tomorrow – Start Next Friday 
Assemblies during Term 1 will take place at 9.05am each Friday. This will 
allow us to do the assembly before the heat of the day sets in. We’ll 
change to afternoons from Term 2. 
 
Foundation & New Families BBQ – Wednesday 12

th
 February 

Put this down on your calendar if you are a new family to our school or 
you have a child in Foundation again. The school will be putting on a free 
BBQ on the evening of Wednesday 12

th
 February from 5.30pm to 7.30pm. 

A notice will be sent out in the next few days asking for numbers and 
preferred meal option (snags or veggie burgers) so keep an eye out for 
this. 
  
SunSmart 
Our school is a SunSmart school and we expect all students to wear a 
proper, wide-brimmed hat whilst outside up until the end of April. 
Baseball caps and hats that don’t cover the ears and neck are not 
acceptable. Approved hats are able to be purchased from the Uniform 
Shop. Make sure you put your child’s name on the hat as we find dozens 
of these each year with no names and no easy way to get them back to 
their owners. 
 
Extreme & Code Red Fire Days 
Government legislation stipulates that schools in designated bushfire 
prone areas must close on a Code Red Day. New Gisborne PS is deemed 
to be in such an area. This means that no students, teachers, contractors 
or anyone is allowed on-site on these days. There will generally be 48 
hours warning of a closure. Occasionally, on an Extreme Fire Danger Day, 
and based on potentially dangerous local conditions, we might also be 
directed to close. From memory, we have only had one or two closures in 
the Macedon Ranges in about the last decade so these days don’t 
happen too often. Parents are also advised to enact their own Fire Action 
Plans, if needed, on Extreme Fire Danger Days. 
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2020 DIARY DATES 
 

30th-31st January 
Students first week 

Foundation students finish 
1:00pm 

 
5, 12, 19 & 26th February 
Only selected Foundation  

students  at school for  
assessments 

 
10th February 

Year 3-6 Swimming Trials 
 

11th February  
School Photos 

School Council Meeting 
 

12th February 
Foundation and  

New Families BBQ 
 

13th February 
Brain Storm Productions    
Whole school incursion 

 
20th February 

Year 3-6 Swimming  
Team Practice 

 
26th February 

Year 3 Welcome To Country 
 

27th February 
District Swimming 

 
6th March 

Year 3-6 House  
Cross Country 

 
10th March 

Division Swimming 
School Council Meeting 

 
10-11th March 

Year 4 Camp 
 

13th March 
Ride2School Day 



 

 

Page 2 

Issue 01 

Principal’s report continued 

Meet and Greet 
Parents of students in Years 1 to 6 will have the opportunity to ‘Meet and Greet’ their child/
children’s teacher/s in Week 3 (dates to be confirmed but around the 18

th
 and 19

th
 of February). 

Bookings will be done via Compass and more information about this will come out next week. 
The meetings are fairly brief and basically give parents the opportunity to meet the teacher and 
pass on any relevant information about their child.  
 
School Photo Day 
Photographers are coming early this year! Our School Photo Day will take place on Tuesday 11

th
 

February. Details will come home this week. 
 
Mobile Phones in Schools 
The Department of Education has introduced a new Statewide policy in regards to mobile phones 
(and other personal mobile devices) in schools. New Gisborne PS will personalise this policy for 
our school in coming weeks and get this out to the school community so that we’re all on the 
same page. Basically, if a child brings a mobile phone to school it is at their risk and the phone 
must be stored away - either in the child’s bag or handed in to the teacher to be locked in a 
secure location and returned at the end of the day. It cannot be used for any purpose during the 
day. If you want to contact your child during the day, please do so by calling the school office 
and we’ll get the message to them. 
 
Coronavirus information 
Information regarding coronavirus from the department can be found on the page 3 of the 
newsletter. 
 
Andy Kozak 
 
Happenings 
Monday 10

th
 February – Swimming Trials 

Tuesday 11
th

 February – School Photo Day 
Wednesday 12

th
 February – Foundation & New Families BBQ 

Thursday 13
th

 February – Brainstorm Productions Whole School Incursion 
Thursday 20

th
 February – Swimming Trials 
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Novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) 
Factsheet for school students and children 
 
Last updated 29 January 2020 

An outbreak of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) was detected in Wuhan, China in late December 2019. Cases have 
been reported predominantly in the city of Wuhan, in the Hubei province of China, as well as some other Chinese 
cities and countries, including two confirmed cases in Victoria, Australia. 

What is this virus?  
Coronaviruses can make humans and animals sick. Some coronaviruses can cause illness similar to the common 
cold and others can cause more serious diseases, including Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and 
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS).  

The virus seen in Hubei Province, China is called ‘novel’ because it is new. It has not been detected before this 
outbreak. Most people infected live in, or travelled to, Hubei Province, China. There have been cases of 2019-
nCoV reported in other Chinese provinces and other countries. It is likely that the virus originally came from an 
animal, and there is now evidence that it can spread from person-to-person.  

What are the symptoms?  
Symptoms can include fever, cough, sore throat, or shortness of breath. Symptoms can take up to 14 days to 
develop. 

What if my child is well, and returning to school after being in Hubei province, China or other 

countries with cases in the last 14 days? 
All students and staff members who have travelled to Hubei Province, China, are advised to stay at home and 
avoid public settings, including attendance at schools and early learning centres, until 14 days after last being in 
Hubei province, China.  
Children and staff who are well and have travelled to other provinces in China, or any other areas where there 
have been reported cases, are NOT recommended to be excluded from schools and child care services unless the 
following applies: 

 The person is a confirmed case of novel coronavirus   

 The person is a close contact with a confirmed case of novel coronavirus in the past 14 days 

What if my child feels sick now or within 14 days of being in Hubei Province, China or another part of 

China?  

 If your child has a cough, sore throat or shortness of breath, they must be excluded from school and be 
reviewed by a doctor.  

 Seek medical attention but first place a mask on the student if you have one and call the doctor or hospital 
before you attend. Tell them your child has been in Hubei province, China, or the location of travel within 
China. 

 When you get to the hospital or doctor’s clinic, tell them where your child has travelled in China and whether 
this included Hubei Province. Ensure a mask is placed on your child before or as soon as you arrive at the 
medical facility. 

 If your child has severe symptoms, such as shortness of breath:  

 Call 000 and request an ambulance, and  

 Inform the paramedics where your child has been in China. 

How can I help prevent the spread of 2019-nCoV? 

 Practising good hand and sneeze/cough hygiene is the best defence. The most important actions are: 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water 

 Cough and sneeze into your elbow 

Where can I get more information?  
For Victorian updates to the current incident, go to: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus 

For national updates: https://www.health.gov.au/news/latest-information-about-novel-coronavirus 

For international updates: https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/novel-coronavirus 

WHO resources  https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus 
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MUSIC FOUNDATIONS  - KEYBOARD LESSONS 

 

Welcome to the new school year. 
 
We look forward to seeing our musicians again soon. 
 
If you would like to start keyboard lessons this year -  

NOW IS THE TIME! 
 
Grab an enrolment form from the office - then  EMAIL it to  
music.foundations@outlook.com  or text it to Dianne  0404469220 

(Please do NOT return it to school - email or text is much better) 
 
We have limited spaces so be quick! 
 

 

mailto:music.foundations@outlook.com

