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Dear Parents, 
 
Well, we’re back! We have had a fairly smooth start to on-site learning, and 
it’s been really pleasing to see that the vast majority of students are excited 
to be back in class and being able to play with their friends again. Teachers 
report that everyone settled down quite quickly right from Day 1 and we’re 
almost back into a solid learning routine. 
 
Morning drop offs have resulted in some minor traffic delays getting out of 
Ferrier Road and back onto Station Road (Ferrier Road still being closed 
west of the school doesn’t help), but things seem to clear fairly well by 
8.55am. The poor recent weather hasn’t helped with more parents driving 
their children in and adding to the congestion. Hopefully as we move 
further into Spring the weather fines up and more families walk or ride in. 
 
Even though things are looking much rosier regarding COVID, we still need 
to be vigilant and maintain sound practices in regard to social distancing, 
the wearing of masks and hand sanitising – basically maintaining good 
personal hygiene habits. Non-essential people are still not allowed on-site, 
and parents are asked to continue to phone the office rather than coming 
up to the door unannounced. We will come out to you.  
 
If we all keep doing the right thing then hopefully, we will have a normal 
Christmas     . 
 
 
Public Holidays & Pupil Free Day in Term 4 

There are two Public Holidays this term: 

• Friday 23
rd

 October – Thank You Day 

• Tuesday 3
rd

 November – Melbourne Cup Day 
There is also a Pupil Free Day: 

• Monday 2
nd

 November – Whole Staff Workplace First Aid including 
CPR, Anaphylaxis and Asthma Courses.  

 
 

Book Fair 2020 

Yes, we are having a Book Fair this year. It will be different to previous fairs 
as it will be partly done online. We will have books sent out to the school 
as in the past, and set up in the Library, but parents will not be able to 
come in and buy directly. Classes will be able to go to the Library and look 
at all the books and we will work out a way for them to identify their ‘wish 
list’ books to pass on to mum and dad. Orders can then be placed directly 
online with Scholastic. The books will be distributed from school – great 
Christmas presents! More details to come. 
 
SunSmart – Hats Required 

Parents are reminded that all students need to have a proper ‘SunSmart’ 
hat to wear outside. A SunSmart hat is basically a hat that has a wide brim 
that protects the face, ears and neck. A baseball cap is NOT a SunSmart hat. 
We do have hats available for purchase through the Uniform Shop if you 
need one. Order via Qkr! 
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2020 DIARY DATES 
 

19th October 

Book Week Dress Up Day 

 

23rd October 

Public Holiday 
Thank You Day 

 

30th October 
Pirate Day 

Junior School Council  
Fundraiser 

 

2nd November 

Pupil Free Day 

Staff Professional Development 

 

3rd November 

Public Holiday 

Melbourne Cup  

 

5th November 

Year 6 Oaks Day 



 

 

Principal’s report continued... 

Page 2 

Newsletter 

Congratulations to the 139 students who completed the 2020 Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge. This was a great effort considering the abnormal school year we have 
encountered. All students who completed the Challenge will receive a certificate signed by 
the Premier, Mr Daniel Andrews, in November. 
 
The total number of books read by the students of NGPS for the 2020 VPRC was 4682. An 
amazing effort by our wonderful students  
 
A special congratulations to the following students who read more than the required 
number of books for the Challenge.  
 
Katelyn 4A – 107 books 
Liam 4D – 69 books 

Casey 4C – 54 books 
Alex 4D – 54 books 
Ollie 2B – 51 books 

Ashton 4C – 47 books 
Charles 1C – 46 books 
 
These students will each receive a special badge at assembly this week. 

Oval Works 

This WAS progressing well. We currently have our own pool out back! The recent rains have put a 
temporary stop to the work, but we should be up and running again shortly. A lot more soil was 
excavated in the northwest corner due to it being of very poor quality and we have to bring in a 
few thousand cubic metres of clean fill. This has eaten into our contingency money for the project 
but was sort of expected. Easy Turf says that they will still make their December 1

st
 deadline. The 

landscaping work for the Ferrier and Station Road frontages should be out to tender in a week or 
two and companies have 4 weeks to get their quotes in. We still think actual work should start by 
the end of the year, certainly by January. 
 
Foundation Enrolments for 2021 

Enrolments are still being taken and they are coming in slowly. We can’t run tours of the school 
but have a virtual tour available on the school website.  Please tell anyone you know that still 
hasn’t enrolled their child for next year to do so ASAP as we’ll be starting planning for 2021 soon. 
 
Tennis Balls 

Thank you to Robyn from New Gisborne Tennis Club who recently donated a whole heap of 
tennis balls to the school – greatly appreciated! 

 
Two Dress Up Days Coming Up 

Favourite Book Character Day – Monday 19
th

 October 
Come dressed up as your favourite character from a book. No cost. Just a fun day to start up 
Book Week. 
 
Pirate Day – Friday 30

th
 October 

This was a great success last year and Junior School Council is doing a fundraiser for the Kids 
Cancer Project this year. Bring a gold coin donation and join in the fun. 
  
Stay Safe 
Andy Kozak 
Principal 
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INDO LINGO 

Selamat Datang, 
 
Welcome to Term 4 – the busy term!! 
 
This term the Foundation students are revising their understanding of greetings, 
introducing themselves, counting to 10, colours, body parts and animals. They will also be 
looking at Indonesian kites and studying the names of shapes.  
 
Year 1 and 2 students are revising questions and answers about themselves and in the 
process will be writing a small book about themselves, which they will be able to read to 
others. 
 
This term the Year 3 students are exploring the similarities and differences between 
Western and traditional Indonesian clothing. A focus will be on describing cultural dress 
and using Indonesian language to engage in simple roleplays and dialogues. 
 
Year 4 students are learning about time. They are looking forward to being able to tell the 
time in Indonesian, as well as describing what happens at various times during the day. 
 
In Year 5 the students will continue to revise their conversation skills, as well as their 
study of ordering food and drinks in a restaurant.  
 
This term the Year 6 students are studying Saya (me), warna (colours) and binatang 
(animals). They will also continue to revise their conversation skills using Book Creator. 
 
Sampai jumpa, 
 
Ibu Dawson & Ibu Coulsell 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

ART — LITTLE ARTIST’S CARDS 

Newsletter 

A reminder to families and students that the final day to order your card packs is Friday, 16
th
 

October. Place your orders on Qkr! 
 
The activity is now closed on Seesaw, however work can still be handed in to Mrs Cairney until 
this date.  Please ensure you have recorded your child’s details in full.  
 
Spare publishing sheets can be collected from the Art room if required, however there are limited 
numbers left, so it will be first in, first served! 
 
Here are some more examples of the incredible artworks coming in! 
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Sharon Cairney 
Visual Arts Co-ordinator 
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New Gisborne Primary School Building Young Storytellers and Editors 
 
Over the past couple of months fifteen Year Five and Six students have come 
together from all across Australia to put together a special book. These 
students have been working with the facilitators from the 100 Story Building, 
a writing organisation in Melbourne. 
 

The 100 Story Building is all about letting children get a chance to create a book on a set 
topic, edit it, revise it and then, after many processes that the 100 Story Building goes 
through, the book will eventually get released to the public for everyone to read.  
 
One of the tasks the Year Five and Six editors do is read through all the fantastic stories 
that have been sent in by schools across Australia. (Schools sign up and then ask their 
students to take part.) We read each story and use five things to make a shortlist: plot, 
language, originality, adventure and excitement. We gave feedback to the authors, such as 
one thing that we liked and the things we thought they could work on to make the story 
even better.  
We thought about the language used, the writer’s imagination (like was it unexpected, new 
or different), was it adventurous, did it fit the theme (the theme was ‘Adventure’ – Un-
boring Exploring) and does it make you want to keep reading. At the end of this process, 
the shortlisted stories will be published in a collection of short stories.  
 
Due to COVID-19 the editors have had to work on Zoom, making it harder to get the book 
done, but it is all on track. Taking part in this program has been a great reading, writing 
and editing challenge and I would seriously recommend it to anyone who enjoys those 
things. The book is meant for all ages and will be released to the public in the near future, 
so try and get your hands on it and see what these young authors have done. 
 
By Lachlan, Year 6 Reporter 

World’s Greatest Shave 2020 

 

On the day of the World's Greatest Shave we gathered nervously in front of the hairdresser 
waiting for our haircuts. We were all feeling a little bit worried but we knew it would be worth it. 
We had decided to add a bonus part to the shave, we had to pick a picture out of a hat which 
showed a horrible haircut and we had to get that horrible haircut before shaving it all off. We 
pulled our names out of a hat and Wil was lucky first. He had everything shaved off apart from  a 
silly fringe. We all  had a good laugh at the silly haircuts before the final  shave down to a 
number 1 blade.  
 
We were all so proud of ourselves after 
growing our hair for a few months and we 
managed to raise just over $1500. We were 
grateful for the hairdresser volunteering her 
time and to our families and the teachers at 
school who supported us by donating money 
to this great cause. Some of us think we might 
even do it again another year. 
 
Wil, Jed, Angus, William and Jarvis  
Year 6A 
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Please return all  
library books  
borrowed during  
remote learning 







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And just like we’re back at school with only this term to go!  Here’s an update from your PA with an 
overview of what we have planned this term. 
 
Showcase Cards: 

During Visual Art classes towards the end of Term 3 students had the opportunity to make their own 
works of art that will be reproduced on high-quality card for you to order and send to family and friends.  
Don’t forget to return your art work during Visual Art class and make your order via Qkr! by 16th October. 
 
Fundraising Raffle: 

Brace yourselves! We’re running a limited ticket online raffle with the prize a Thermomix pack valued at 
over $2,500!  Check out the flyer further on in the newsletter for further details. 
 
Teacher’s Appreciation Day: 

World teacher’s day will be celebrated on Friday 30 October. The PA is arranging some little goodies to be 
delivered for all our teachers and support staff - not only to mark the day but to also say thank you for 
their super hero efforts during remote learning again in Term 3. 
 
Book Fair: 

Our wonderful school staff will run the Book Fair for us this year (as they’re obviously permitted on-site 
and we’re not).  The PA would normally staff the stall over a few days for students to make purchases but 
instead we’re looking at having the display set up in the Library and teachers taking their classes through 
where students can fill out a wish list to be taken home for online orders to be made.  More details to 
come as we work through the logistics of this. 
 
Christmas/Summer Market: 

Seeing as pretty much everything else has had to move online this year and as we were so keen earlier in 
the year to hold a Christmas Market, we thought why not do that online too (not going to let COVID-19 be 
the Christmas Grinch).  Similar to how we ran the Fathers’ Day Stall we are planning on holding a 
Christmas/Summer themed market with orders made via Qkr! and gifts delivered to the classroom.  We 
thought this might make your festive season shopping easier whilst also giving the kids something to get 
excited about near the end of the year.  More details to come soon. 
 
Contacting the PA: 

As always, if you have any feedback on PA activities, ideas for future events or would like to know more 
about volunteering you can contact us at: ngps.parentassociation@gmail.com 
 
Cheers, Susanne 

mailto:ngps.parentassociation@gmail.com


 

 

Page 8 

Newsletter 



 

 

Page 9 

Issue 25 



 

 

Page 10 

Newsletter 

 


