
 

 

DIARY DATES 

17th May 

Founda�on Fox in Socks Day 

 

20th May 

District Soccer 

 

21st & 23rd May 

Year 1 Melbourne Museum 

 

22nd May 

Founda�on & Year 2 

First Aid in School Program 

Book Fair 

 

23rd May 

Year 5 & 6 GSC ac�vity day 

 

24th May 

Drill: Shelter in Place 

 

27th May 

Pupil Free Day  

 

28th May 

Year 5 & 6 Parent   

and Daughter evening 

 

29th May 

Division Cross Country 

 

30th May 

Year 5&6 Parent & Son evening 

 & Founda�on Informa�on  
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Newsletter 
Principal: Andy Kozak Ph: 5428 2232 
School Council President: Darren Barr 

Dear Parents, 

NAPLAN 

It is that �me of year again when Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in schools across Australia complete 

the NAPLAN tests. This year our students have completed the NAPLAN tests online. 

Please remember that this is one test on one day in the children's school life. NAPLAN 

provides valuable data for schools and teachers but we use many other forms of infor-

ma�on to help us know where the children are situated in their learning journey and 

how best to cater for their needs. I will include a le6er that has circulated for the last 

few years that illustrates all the things NAPLAN doesn't test for, but are so very im-

portant. I do not claim it as my own but think the words are wonderful.  It was wri6en to 

a group of Year 3 students by their teachers - by all means read it to your children:- 

  

‘This test does not assess all of what makes you excep�onal and unique. The people who 

score these tests don’t know that you love to sing, are good at drawing or can teach oth-

ers how to use a computer program. They have not seen the way that you can dance 

with grace or speak confidently to a large group. They do not know that your friends 

count on you to be there for them when they are sad. They do not know that you par�ci-

pate in sports, help your Mum and Dad or that you can play with your li$le brothers, sis-

ter or cousins. They do not know that you are caring, though%ul and that every day you 

do your best. Because these a$ributes cannot be tested. The scores you get from this test 

will tell you how you did on that day, but they will not tell you everything. They can’t tell 

you that you have improved on something you found difficult. They can’t tell you that you 

brighten up your teacher’s day. They can’t tell you how amazingly special you are. 

So ... remember there is no one way to test all the wonderful things that make you, you!’ 

 

Our Year 5 students have completed the tes�ng for all students who were present each 

day and the Year 3’s only have Numeracy on Monday to go. We have had some techno-

logical glitches doing the tes�ng online, but these have been rela�vely minor in compari-

son to those experienced by some schools. 

 

Emergency Management Drill 

Next Friday the 24
th
 May we will be prac�cing in one of our Emergency Management 

drills. We remind all parents that they are not to enter the school grounds if the siren is 

going. If you are on the school grounds, i.e. helping in the classroom, you will become 

part of the process and will not be able to leave un�l the drill is completed. These drills 

are important to ensuring the safety of all in the case of a real emergency and we thank 

you for your assistance and understanding. 
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PUPIL FREE DAY 27th May 



 

 

Page 2 

Newsletter 

Principal’s report continued 

Parents Associa'on 

We are happy to announce that we have new office bearers for our Parents Associa�on. They are: 

President: Kate Large 

Vice President: Mel Evans 

Treasurer: Julie Lasry 

Secretary: Jo Kinder 

School Council Liaison: Karen Vandermerwe 

 

I would like to thank these parents for pu@ng up their hands to take on these roles and, judging by the enthusi-

asm shown at the mee�ng, I know we have a great team!. The Parents Associa�on recently ran a very successful 

Mother’s Day Stall selling out of lots of the op�ons on the day. We hope that all our mums enjoyed their giBs and 

had a wonderful day last Sunday. 

 

Pupil Free Days 

As men�oned recently, there is a Pupil Free Day coming up on Monday 27
th
 May. In the last week of this term, on 

Wednesday 26
th
 June, school will finish early at 12.30pm for Parent/Teacher Interviews. These will start at 1.00pm 

and go through into the evening. The final Pupil Free Day for 2019 will be on Monday 4
th
 November. This is the day 

before Melbourne Cup Day so please plan for an extra-long weekend. Teachers will be on-site doing professional 

learning on this day. 

 

Parent/Daughter & Parent/Son Nights 

Parents of boys and girls in Years 5 & 6 are being offered the opportunity to a6end a personal development ses-

sion with Trina Douglas, Primary School Nurse, in coming weeks. In previous years, these nights were oBen called 

Father/Son and Mother/Daughter nights. However, in recent �mes they have been more inclusive of differing 

family situa�ons and parents/carers of either sex may a6end with their children. Detailed informa�on coming out 

shortly. See the Diary Dates on the front page. 

 

Andy Kozak 

Principal 

Wednesday 22nd - Monday 27th May 

8.15-9.00am then 3.00-4.00pm 

 
The Book Fair starts Wednesday morning at 
8.15am in the school library. There are many 
books for kids of all ages and also posters for 
sale.  
 

The children always have a great time browsing through the shelves and choosing books 
they'd love.  
 
We can get kids to bring home a wish list if you are unable to pop in yourself. Just pay 
online and we can give your child the books the next day. Purchases can be made by cash, 
EFTPOS, credit card and PayPass. 
 
Remember, all sales will earn books for our school library and classroom libraries.  
We look forward to seeing many of you in the next few days! 
 
Merideth Dunlop and Rebecca Neal 
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INDO LINGOINDO LINGOINDO LINGOINDO LINGO    

Selamat Datang, 

 

At the end of last term, the Year 4 students researched endangered Indonesian animals, 

then selected one animal to study and create a project. This week they have been present-

ing their projects to their classmates. Speaking in Indonesian, they have introduced their 

animal, explaining which island the animal originates from, the habitat they live in and why 

they are endangered. The students then translate their project into English so I know 

they have an understanding of the content. As we have a broad number of endangered ani-

mals amongst the projects, the class is free to ask questions related to the animals they 

are learning about and also provide feedback to the presenter. 

 

Sampai jumpa, 

Ibu Dawson 
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Gisborne Gazette Article – Year 3 Excursion 

New Gisborne Primary School’s Year 3 students recently visited the Royal Botanic Gardens in Mel-

bourne to learn more about the first peoples of Australia. On our excursion we learnt about arte-

facts that the people of Wurrundjeri and Birrarung  language groups used. Some were an emu 

caller that looks like a small didgeridoo, digging sticks that were used for farming root vegetables 

such as yam daisies, carriers made from tree bark and bags woven from dried lamandra grass. 

People would have needed a lot of skill to make these bags. We also got to try on a kangaroo 

skin. The Wurrundjeri people also wore possum skin cloaks. 

At one of the excursion activities we used rocks to crush ochre which is a special type of rock that 

you get from under the ground. We used our hands to mix water with the ochre and made paint. 

We then used this paint to create our own artworks. We all thought this activity was lots fun. 

In the afternoon, there was still time 

to explore the gardens. We visited 

the lake to see if there were any eels. 

The Wurrundjeri people also farmed 

eels. They would use lamandra grass 

to make eel traps. We also walked 

through Ferntree Gully and enjoyed 

playing in the Children’s Park. We 

had an educational, fun and relaxing 

day. 

By Xander and Evelyn, Year 3 

Holly and Evelyn  with ochre paint 

Exploring  artefacts 
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Art — Year 6 

The year six's have been working on a collaborative mural that will depict  a cityscape. 
They have spent many hours discussing and planning their particular addition to the mu-
ral. It is a work in progress and is evolving almost every day! Stay tuned for updates and 
please come and visit and have a look at our progress. It is located directly opposite the 
Art Room door. See you there! 
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Canteen 

Sushi Tuesday 
Order on Qkr  
before 9am Monday 

Wednesday & Friday 
Order on Qkr  
before 9am on the day 

 
 

We have just received a cheque for $35 
thanks to those families who donate their ESP 

rewards to NGPS.   
 

Why not consider donating yours too! 
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We will be conducting information sessions for parents of Foundation students   
commencing in 2020.  These sessions will provide general information about our 
school and our educational programs.  They will be held on the following dates:- 
 

 

Thursday 30th May 2019 from 12:30pm to 1:30pm 

 

Wednesday 5th June 2019 from 6:00pm to 7:00pm 

 

Please phone the School on 5428 2232 to book into a session. 
 

 

 

 

If these times are not suitable, please contact the School for further  
information. 

Foundation 2020 Information Sessions 

NEW GISBORNE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

 

239 Station Road, New Gisborne, Vic, 3438 

T: 03 5428 2232  F: 03 5428 4588 
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If parents have any questions or would like to register 

please call or email  Deb Livingstone, 5428 4520 

deb.livingstone@gisbornemontessori.vic.edu.au  

Gisborne Montessori School.  

57 Barringo Road, New Gisborne 
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Come and Try Orienteering in Macedon - MelBusho #2 

When: Sunday 19
th
 May 2019  9:30 AM at Campey Rd, Macedon 

MelBushO events are the perfect way to get started in bush orienteering without travelling 

far from Melbourne. You can choose your own start time between 10am - 11.30am. 

Courses range from easy to hard navigation and distances from 2.5km to 7km. 

Registration from 9.30am: $12 Adults & $6 children 

Map, coaching, course advice, compass loan and electronic timing device provided. 

Families and children welcome, participate individually or in a group. 

More information visit our club website https://centralhighlands.weebly.com/ or http://

www.melbusho.com/ 
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