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Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you to all the parents who have completed the Learning From 
Home Survey in recent weeks. As of today, 161 responses have been 
received. The data is quite interesting and generally shows that we were 
pretty good in terms of providing remote learning (R/L) for our students 
during lockdown. Some specific stats included: 

• 96% of respondents said the school was well-prepared for R/L 
• 94% said communication from the school was very good 
• 95% said teachers were available throughout most of the day to 

support students 
• 94% said there was good, regular contact between students and 

teachers 
• 87% said the technology required generally worked OK 
• 76% of parents thought they were able to provide the support 

required at home for their children to complete the R/L tasks 
• 64% of parents helped their children for between 1 and 10 hours per 

week 
• 28% of parents helped between 10 and 20 hours per week. 

 
From some of the other responses it was clear that parents prefer normal 
schooling as opposed to R/L and believe that whilst R/L served a 
necessary purpose, the best learning takes place at school. One question 
related to whether parents were aware of how their child will be assessed 
for Semester 1, 2020 and only 44% felt they knew the answer to this. 
Since Semester 1 reports are being made available from next Tuesday, I 
will explain how the reports were developed below… 
 
Semester 1 Reports 
The Department of Education has provided guidelines to all Victorian 
schools on how the Semester 1, 2020 reports are to look. For a start, there 
won’t be any progression points where you can see how much your child 
has moved in the last 6 months. This is because schools didn’t have the 
opportunity to undertake the usual battery of substantive assessments 
which give us comparative data. The current reports are made up of three 
parts – a social comment, a remote learning comment and some practical 
learning goals going forward. The remote leaning comment and learning 
goals come from a range of formative assessments (pre and post testing, 
teacher observations, student R/L work posted to Seesaw, teacher and 
student feedback during R/L, etc). Due to ongoing face-to-face meeting 
restrictions, Parent/Teacher Interviews will take place in early Term 3, 
either via Webex/Zoom. We still have a way to go to resume normal 
teaching and learning but everyone is hopeful that come Term 3, there 
will be more easing of restrictions. 
 
Foundation Enrolments for 2021 
Yes, we are taking enrolments for 2021. Enrolment forms are available 
from the school website and can be placed in the school letterbox near 
the main entrance. As restrictions ease later in the year, we will ask 
parents to drop in and present the original birth certificate. The school will 
have a ‘Virtual School Tour’ available online in Term 3 and will also 
conduct Parent Information Sessions via Webex or Zoom in July. 
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2020 DIARY DATES 

 

18th June 

Founda�on and Year 1 

Digital Disco 

 
19th June 

Year 2-6 

Digital Disco 

 
26th June 

Last Day Term 2 

Early dismissal 
 

2.10pm: Students with           

surnames star�ng A-G 

 

2:20pm: Students with               

surnames star�ng H-N 

 

2:30pm: Students with                    

surnames star�ng O-Z and      

all students walking,            

catching the bus or                

going to a%er school care 

 

13th July 

Begin Term 3 

8:55am start bell 
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Principal’s report continued 

Virtual Disco – Starts Tonight for Foundation and Yr 1 
The first two of our 4 x Virtual Discos begin tonight at 5.30pm for the Foundation students and 
6.30pm for Year 1’s. The discos are via Zoom and login details have been provided by a Compass 
newsfeed and are on the school Facebook page. Each disco only goes for 30 minutes and 
students will be able to see their friends from school as they dance along to popular tunes. The 
Year 2 Disco is on tomorrow night at 6.00pm and the Seniors Disco for Years 3 to 6 at 7.00pm, 
also tomorrow. Thank you to the Parent’s Association, and Brooke Barton in particular, for 
organising this. There is no cost to join in. 
 
Foundation Health Assessments 
Parents of 2020 Foundation students are reminded to fill in the consent form on Compass for 
their child to be assessed by Trina Douglas, the DET District Nurse. Trina does a general health 
assessment of each child, including eyesight and hearing. She will be based at our school for 6 
days in the first two weeks of Term 3. As of today, only 65% of Foundation parents have 
consented. 
 
Changes to Morning Drop-offs – Term 3 
The reason we have a set time for morning drop-offs and staggered afternoon pickups is not for 
students or teachers. It is to help parents maintain proper social distancing etiquette and not 
congregate in large groups at entry and exit gates or enter the school grounds. 
 
From the start of Term 3, we will be making a change to the morning drop-offs by reverting to 
our usual morning times and routines, except that parents still have to stay off school grounds. 
The music will start at 8.52 and classes will begin at 8.55am as in the past. However, if you arrive 
late, after 8.55am, you will still need to go to the main entry and call the office for someone to 
come out. 
 
Just to re-emphasis - parents are still not allowed to come onto the school grounds. Please 
say goodbye to your child at the gate as you have been doing in recent weeks. For the first week 
we will continue to have staff near the gates from 8.40am just to help any reluctant students after 
being on a two-week break. From the second week of Term 3, we will just have our usual yard 
duty people out there from 8.40am – not specifically at the gates though. 
 
*The afternoon staggered pick-ups times will remain in place for the first few weeks. More details 
to come on this next term. 
 
Last Day of Term 2 Dismissal Times 
Early, early finish on Friday 26th June. The first group of students (A-G) will be dismissed at 
2.10pm. The second group (H-N) at 2.20pm and the last (O-Z and all kids walking or going to 
after school care, etc.) at 2.30pm. Please note that these times are earlier than usual and make 
alternative arrangements if you are unable to be there at the allocated time. 
 
Babies, Babies, Babies 
It has been a very busy time for some of our teachers over the last few months. The school is very 
proud to announce the following potential future enrolments… 
 
Alex Wencel – Zoey Danuta Fedoruk, born 29th February 2020 
Sabrina Geraghty – Dominic Dean Geraghty, born 8th March 2020 
Emma Morcombe – Sadie Rey Morcombe, born 4th May 2020 
Elise Hager – Harry Ronald Page, born 15th June 2020 
Congratulations to all the above on the beautiful additions to their families! 
 
Also to keep with the baby theme…congratulations to Ashleigh Wood who is expecting and will 
be heading off on Maternity Leave about the start of Term 4. 
 
Andy Kozak 
Principal 
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INDO LINGOINDO LINGOINDO LINGOINDO LINGO    

Selamat Datang, 
 
This term the Year 4 students have been learning about “Rumah saya” (My house). We now 
understand that the word “room” has two meanings. Kamar is a private room, such as kamar 
tidur (bedroom), kamar kecil (toilet) and kamar mandi (bathroom). “Ruang” is a room that is 
communal and used for family gatherings or anyone uses, such as ruang duduk (sitting room) 
and ruang makan (dining room). 
 
We have now moved onto “Rumah adat” (traditional Indonesian houses). We have been looking 
at the different architecture with a focus on the design of the roof and building materials. Many 
houses on the islands are built on stilts and the people who live in these traditional homes often 
have their own culture, dialects and beliefs.  
 
A traditional house in West Sumatra is the ‘Minangkabau’ or Rumah Gadang. The roof of this 
building resembles the horns of a water buffalo (kerbau). A rumah Gadang serves as a residence, 
a hall for family meetings, and for ceremonial activities. In the Minangkabau society, the rumah 
gadang is owned by the women of the family and ownership is passed from mother to 
daughter. 
 
Sampai jumpa, 
 
Ibu Dawson & Ibu Coulsell 
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As we near the end of a very unusual term of schooling I wanted to provide an update on PA ac-
tivities and plans. 

 
Term 2 wrap up 

It was such a shame we couldn’t hold a Mother’s Day Stall or the Book Fair this term given the re-
strictions that were in place but we’re not quite done yet… 
 
As you will have seen from other communications, we are putting on the digital discos for all year 
levels this coming Thursday and Friday.  While we know it’s not the same as a big dance party in 
the gym, we really wanted to offer something for the kids that was a bit of fun given the challeng-
es isolation has brought, as well as saying a huge ‘well done’ during home schooling.  I can’t wait 
to see your photos from the discos! 

 
Term 3 plans 

Although things may change in the coming months, we are working under current arrangements 
which limits what we can do again next term.  Not all is lost though.  Our wonderful school lead-
ership has offered to assist us so that we can hold a Father’s Day Stall…well there won’t be a 
physical stall but the plan is that children will be able to select and purchase gifts and these will 
be delivered to classrooms in advance of the Father’s Day weekend.  The PA has made a start on 
plans for this modified event so keep an eye out for details next term. 

 
Contacting the PA 

If you have any feedback on PA activities, ideas for future events or would like to know more 
about volunteering you can contact us at: ngpspa@gmail.com 
 
Cheers, Susanne 
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Enrolment forms can be found on our website  

https://www.newgisps.vic.edu.au/enrolment  

and submitted via email  

new.gisborne.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

or dropped directly into our post box  

239 Station Road, New Gisborne. 

 

Under the current COVID-19 restrictions we are unable to host    

Information Sessions or conduct School Tours on site.  

 

During Term 3 we will be hosting virtual  

Information Sessions via video conferencing and                                 

virtual School Tours will be available on our website.  

 

 
 

Keep an eye on our website for 

dates and further information 

or phone the school office on 

5428 2232  

for further enquires. 
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