
 

 

DIARY DATES 

15th October 

Founda�on Zoo excursion 

Regional Athle�cs 

Year 6 Climatologist visit 

 

17th October 

Division Tennis 

 

22nd October 

Year 1 CERES excursion 

 

23rd—24th October 

Year 2  camp 

 

24th October 

Year 5 Science Expo 

 

29th October  

Regional So#ball 

 

5th December 

Performing Arts whole school  

end of year concert 
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Issue 31 
Principal: Andy Kozak Ph: 5428 2232 
School Council President: Darren Barr 

Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back everyone. Spring was in the air last week but unfortunately, it 
appears that our version of the groundhog (rabbit?) saw its shadow when it 
came out of its burrow and retreated for another few weeks of winter! Term 4 is 
always incredibly busy for everyone, parents included, so please try to keep up to 
date with all the happenings around the school and pace yourselves for the next 
10 weeks! Remember, Christmas is just around the corner – according to all the 
shops. 
 
Child Safe Standards 
The Child Safe Standards are compulsory minimum standards for all 
organisations that provide services to children, including Victorian schools. In our 
case, the aim of the Standards is to ensure that we, as a school, are well prepared 
to protect children from abuse and neglect. There are 7 Standards that schools 
need to have in place: 
 
Standard 1: Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety 
Standard 2: A Child Safe Policy or a statement of commitment to child safety 
Standard 3: A Child Safe Code of Conduct 
Standard 4: Screening, supervision, training and other human resources practices 
that reduce the risk of child abuse 
Standard 5: Procedures for responding to and reporting suspected child abuse 
Standard 6: Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse 
Standard 7: Strategies to promote child participation and empowerment. 
 
The school has recently updated its Child Safe Policy, Child Safe Code of 
Conduct, Child Safe Duty of Care and Child Safe Reporting Obligations and 
Procedures Policies. These are available for public viewing on the school website 
under Our School/Annual Reports and Policies. The aim, as stated above, is to 
ensure that we have a culture at New Gisborne Primary School that minimises 
the possibility of any of our students being abused – sexually, physically or 
emotionally, and that there are clear guidelines in place to report such abuse if it 
is suspected. Staff at all schools are mandated to report any suspicions they have 
to the proper authorities. Please ensure that you go to the school website and 
read these policies so that everyone can be on the same page in regards to 
protecting children from abuse and neglect. 
 
Term 4 Assemblies 
We will keep assemblies to Friday afternoon for as much as possible this term. 
However, if the forecast is for a hot day we will bring the assembly forward to 
the morning (9.05am) just for that week. We’ll certainly try to give a minimum of 
24 hours notice if this is the case. 
 
Pupil Free Day 
Monday 4th November is a whole school Pupil Free Day. Staff will be undertaking 
professional development on this day and the school will be unmanned. Please 
note that this is the day before Melbourne Cup Day which is a public holiday in 
Victoria. 
 
Cancer Council Victoria Fundraiser 
Quinn Calleja from Prep C is doing a fundraiser for Cancer Council Victoria. She 
will be cutting over 25cm from the length of her hair on November 24th and 
donating this to be made into a wig. The wig will then be donated to a person 
suffering hair loss as a result of illness. Quinn has a fundraising page set up 
where donations can be made. Even if every family in the school donated $5 this 
would give Quinn a nice fundraising amount! Please go to https://
shave.everydayhero.com/au/quinn-s-quest 
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Principal’s Report cond.. 

School Upgrade 
As mentioned previously, architects have been appointed to begin the process of planning improvements 
for the school. The architects are currently developing a ‘Whole School Master Plan’ which looks at where 
we hope to be in 20 - 25 years’ time. From this plan we then choose a number of areas (depending on 
what we can afford with our current grant) to develop in the next 12 – 18 months. At present, a substantial 
amount of our grant will most likely go towards improving the grounds and general school environment. 
Work will also take place on drainage across the school, making the classrooms water tight (some leak 
quite badly) and improving the sound and lighting in a couple of buildings. Actual work is not expected to 
begin until September 2020 with the completion date being the end of Term 1, 2021. I’ll share the master 
plan when it has been completed in the next few weeks and later on provide details of what we plan to do 
with our grant. 
 
Communication Survey 
The School Council is keen to find out parent perception of how well, or otherwise, the school 
communicates with families. The Communications Sub-Committee is finalising a survey that will be made 
available to all families within the next week or so, asking for feedback on this topic. Whilst the main 
means of communication is Compass, we do use Seesaw, Facebook, newsletters, email, phone, face-to-
face contact, etc. We would really appreciate some feedback when we sent out the survey so please keep 
an eye out for it. 
 
Andy Kozak 
Principal 
 
Happenings… 
Tuesday 15th October – Foundation Zoo Excursion; Regional Athletics; Yr 6 Visiting Climatologist 
Thursday 17th October – Division Tennis 
Tuesday 22nd October – Yr 1 CERES Excursion 
Wednesday 23rd October – Yr 2 Camp (and 24th); District Orienteering Years 3-6. 
 

Sushi Tuesday 
Order on Qkr  
before 9am Tuesday 

Wednesday & Friday 
Order on Qkr  
before 9am on the day 
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Sport & PE Report 

District Tennis  
 
On Monday 26th September, both the 
Girls and Boys District tennis teams 
travelled to Dixon Field for the first 
interschool Hot Shots Competition. 
Everyone put in a massive effort on the 
day. Due to winning most of their 
games, both the girls and boys made it 
through to the semi finals. The girls 
took on Braemar, and the boys took on 
Macedon. Both teams won, making it 
through to the Grand Final. The girls 
defeated Gisborne Primary School, and 
finished 1st overall for the competition. 
They will now go through to play in the 
Division Finals on Thursday 17th 
October at Melton South Tennis Club. 
 
Unfortunately, the boys lost their Grand Final against Braemar, finishing 2nd overall. It was a fantastic effort 
from all the representatives on the day. Thank you to Mrs Mason and Mrs Prokopec for organising the 
teams and running trainings. Also, a big thank you to Mrs Stevens and Lee Holt for supporting us on the 
day.  
 

District Softball 
 
Boys   
On Wednesday the 18th of 
September, 2 teams of Year 5-6 
Boys and Girls from N.G.P.S, made 
their way down to Dixon field for 
annual District Softball carnival. 
The boys played 6 games and 
convincingly won all of them. The 
closest game was against Braemar 
7 runs to 4 runs. This secured us a 
spot in the Grand Final match 
against Holy Cross. The boys 
played really well and we ended 
up winning 7 runs to 1 run. Overall 
the team had a great day and 
played some terrific softball. 
 
Well done Matt, Xavier, Lucas, Rhys, Sean, Brandt, Taj, Finn, Jack, Ollie, Jack and Mitch  
 
Girls 
The girls played 6 matches on the day. Teams we played included Macedon PS, Gisborne PS and St. 
Bridget’s PS. Due to a smaller pool of teams we played all those schools twice.  The girls played so well 
and managed to win all but one game, which was against Gisborne PS. The last game was our final which 
was very tough, but we ended up winning. Congratulations to all the girls that played including Brooke, 
Sharnia, Remi, Izzy, Liv, Mel, Hayley, Rachel, Bailey, Marnie and Julia. 
 
A big thank you to Mr Bell and Miss Wood for helping us train before the day and Mr Bell for umpiring at 
the event.  
 
Best of luck for both teams in the Division Final on 14th October at Macpherson Park, Melton. 
 
By Rhys 6A and Brooke 6C 



 

 

Page 4 

Issue 31 

Sport & PE Report contd.. 

Division Athletics Day   
 
On Thursday 12th September, the Division Athletics carnival was run at Werribee VU Athletics track.  
The conditions on the day were pretty standard for this venue in September, a little windy and cool! 
Nothing was going to dampen the spirits of the 17 students competing on the day though! They all 
competed with determination and pride and we would like to congratulate each of them for their 
outstanding efforts.  
 
It was amazing to qualify and even more amazing was their overall 
placings at the Carnival. The standard of competition was very high and all 
of our representatives should be so pleased with their efforts. Well done 
team!!  Thanks to all of our parents for driving them to Werribee to 
compete and for cheering them on during their events! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FNAL RESULTS 
1st place  
Sasha - High Jump, Hurdles & 4x100m Relay ! 
Jackson - 1500m  
Chloe - Long Jump 
U11 Girls 4 x100m Relay runners Sasha, Chloe, Frida and 
Jemma  
2nd place  
Kody - 200m & Discus 
3rd place 
Matthew - Shot Put 
Riley - Discus 
Maya - Triple Jump 
4th place 
Natasha - in High Jump 
Noah - 200m 
Jackson - Triple Jump 
U11 boys 4 x 100m Relay runners  
William, Chase, Beau, & Taj 
5th place 
Kyle - Long Jump  
6th place 
Will 800m         
  

Mrs Mason & Mrs Prokopec 
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Performing Arts News 
It has been a fun start to the term in Performing Arts, with each class beginning rehearsals for the 
Dance Concert. We also have a couple of other performances we are preparing for this term.  
 
School Choir 
The school choir will be rehearsing every Tuesday lunchtime this term, as we will be performing at 
Gisborne Carols on Sunday 8th December. All students are welcome to join, however it is important 
that students attend all rehearsals as we only have seven weeks to practise for our Christmas per-
formance.  
 
Advanced Ukulele Players 
We are looking for some advanced ukulele players who are available for one lunchtime rehearsal per 
week and who are also available to attend the Gisborne Carols to accompany the school choir. Please 
see Ms Coote if interested. 
 
Singing Group 
Ms Coote will be holding auditions next Tuesday at recess (Week 2) for all students in Years 3-6 
who are interested in joining the singing group. Students will need to have excellent pitch so the 
group can sing in harmony. The singing group will rehearse every Thursday lunchtime and perform 
Christmas Carols at Gisborne Carols and Warrina Aged Care.  
 

 
 
 
 
FA 1930s dance                                   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
     FD 1960s dance 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6C Dancing in the present (Popular mix) 
 

 

 

 

Ms Coote and Ms Wencel 

Performing Arts Report 
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INDO LINGOINDO LINGOINDO LINGOINDO LINGO    

Selamat Datang, 
 
Welcome to Term 4 – the busy term!! 
 
This term the Foundation students are looking at Indonesian kites and studying the names 
of shapes. They will make their own book of kite shapes and by the end of the term they’ll 
be able to read their book to other students. 
 
Year 1 students are learning about farm animals and pets. They will be involved in making 
some animals and also describing their own pets. They are looking forward to singing “Old 
McDonald had a Farm” in Indonesian. 
 
The Year 2 students are revising questions and answers about themselves and in the 
process will be writing a small book about themselves, which they will be able to read to 
others. 
 
This term the Year 3 students are exploring 
the similarities and differences between 
Western and traditional Indonesian clothing. A 
focus will be on describing cultural dress and 
using Indonesian language to engage in simple 
role plays and dialogues. 
 
Year 4 students are learning about time. They 
are looking forward to being able to tell the 
time in Indonesian, as well as describing what 
happens at various times during the day. 
 
Sampai jumpa, 
Ibu Dawson 

 

           New Gisborne OSHC – 2020 Enrolments 

 

 
 

Dear Families,  
 
On Monday 28 October, the new enrolments for 2020 will be available.  Our service does not roll over enrolments to 
the following year, it is on a first in first served basis.  
 
To assist our currently enrolled families we have simplified the enrolment process for 2020. 
 
Please see OSHC Coordinator Kara on or after this date if you require your child/ren to be enrolled for next year. 
We would also require an email to oshp@riddellscreekps.vic.edu.au if your child/ren are not returning to care in 
2020. 
 
The enrolments for 2020 close on Thursday 12 December 2019 and no further enrolments will be accepted until 
February 10 2020 
 
Thank you for your understanding  
Kind regards  

Kara Pyke  

Coordinator 
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